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 Topic of the Month - Fire Prevention /Smoke Detectors 
The 2010 National Fire Protection Association’s National Fire Prevention Week 

is October 3 – 9.  This year’s theme is: “Smoke Alarms: A sound you can live with.“  Below 
are some fast facts from the NFPA web site. 
Smoke alarms 
• Smoke alarms cut the risk of dying in a reported fire in half. 
• Most homes (96%) have at least one smoke alarm. 
• Overall, three-quarters of all U.S. homes have at least one working smoke alarm. 
• Each year, nearly 3,000 people die in U.S. home fires. 
• From 2003-2006, roughly two-thirds of home fire deaths resulted from home fires 

in homes with no smoke alarms or no working smoke alarms. 
- No smoke alarms were present in 40% of the home fire deaths. 
- In 23% of the home fire deaths, smoke alarms were present but did not sound. 

• In more than half of the reported home fires in which the smoke alarms were present but did 
not operate even though the fire was large enough, batteries were missing or disconnected. 
Nuisance alarms were the leading reason for disconnected alarms. 

• More than half of the smoke alarms found in reported fires and two-thirds of the alarms             
found in homes with fire deaths were powered by battery only. 

• Most homes still have smoke alarms powered by battery only. In a 2007 American Housing 
Survey (AHS), 67% of the respondents who reported having smoke alarms said they were 
powered by battery only. 

• In a 2008 survey, only 12% knew that smoke alarms should be replaced every 10 years. 
• In fires considered large enough to activate a smoke alarm, hard-wired alarms operated 91% 

of the time; battery-powered smoke alarms operated 75% of the time. 
• Interconnected smoke alarms on all floors increase safety. 
Fire 
• Cooking is the #1 cause of home fires and injuries.  
• Smoking is the leading cause of fire deaths.  
• Heating is the second leading cause of home fires, fire deaths and fire injuries.  
• Electrical failures or malfunctions are factors in roughly 50,000 reported fires each year.  
• Roughly 30, 000 intentionally set home structure fires are reported each year.  
In 2008 
• U.S. fire departments responded to 386,500 home fires.  
• Home fires killed 2,755 people and injured 13,160.  
• Someone was injured in a reported home fire every 40 minutes.  
• Roughly eight people died in home fires every day.  
• A fire department responded to a home fire every 82 seconds.  
• 83% of all fire deaths and 79% of fire injuries resulted from home fires.  
 

Visit these websites for more information: 
NFPA website:  http://www.nfpa.org/categoryList.asp?categoryID=1438 
FireSafety.gov website:  http://www.firesafety.gov/kids/flash.shtm 
US Fire Administration website:  http://www.usfa.dhs.gov/ 
UGA Fire Extinguisher training website:  http://www.esd.uga.edu/fire/training.htm 

 
Thanks for your time.  Let’s work together to make Georgia a safer place to work. 
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VITAL Transition Update 
The VITAL transition to ARI insights is moving along.  The implementation is set to have most 
fleet personnel trained and using VITAL-insights by November 1, 2010.   
 
What’s Next? We need your help to validate data and get users registered for training.  
• By October 1st, you should validate VITAL assets for your agency including vehicles, 

trailers and utility assets. 
As we approach November, in order to ensure that up-to-date information is loaded into VITAL-
insights, we will need to have a time where users cannot enter data into MAXIMO.  The table 
below establishes the schedule for data entry.   

Wave MAXIMO Data Entry Cutoff  Begin Using VITAL-insights 
Final Wave Monday, Oct. 22nd  Monday, Nov. 1st 

• The training schedule is below. You should have received a registration link at the end of 

September. 

Date Locations Date Location 
Mon & Tues, October 18-19 Atlanta Tues & Wed October 26-27 Valdosta 
Wed, October 20 Webinar* Thurs, October 28 Savannah 
Thurs, October 21 Macon Fri, October 29 Savannah 
Fri, October 22 Macon   
* Only fleet personnel who are currently using ARI insights™ will be able to attend the webinar. 
 
Fleet Contacts: 
 
One Georgia agency has had some success with a diesel fuel additive and had an article 
describing their success in the “Government Fleet Magazine”.  Here is an excerpt from the 
article: 
 
“The result of the study indicated a decrease of approximately 5 percent in fuel consumption. 
Reductions in EPA criteria pollutants were more significant. Particulate matter reductions averaged as 
high as 71 percent, while nitrogen dioxide decreased as much as 20 percent and carbon monoxide 
decreased an average of 19 percent. The study did not produce conclusive results regarding the 
impact of the additive on sulfur dioxide emissions. However, GPA's conversion in 2008 to ultra-low-
sulfur diesel reduced the total sulfur content by 99 percent.” 
 
The entire Government Fleet Magazine article is attached below:   
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